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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

The Central African Foundation
This year will be the 10th anniversary of the opening of the Central African Foudation (CAF), which
is rapidly gathering momentum. An African Superior, Fr. Ferdinand Azegue; has just been appointed to
head it, the first cycle has moved to Libreville, where a scholasticate is being constructed, and new statutes for the Foundation have been drawn up by the regional meeting of the Central African Superiors in
November.
The CAF was not the first of the Spiritan Foundations in
Africa . Nigeria and Angola are already Provinces, and the
East African Foundation (EAF) began in 1970 and had its
first novitiate in 1973. A Foundation for Central Africa was
proposed by the second meeting of African Spiritans, held at
Yaounde in December 1976. In February_ 1977 the regional
meeting of District Superiors in Bangui supported the proposal, and it was decided that a ' Fondation d' Afrique Francophone· would be set up, under the joint responsibility of
the Superiors of the Congo, Gabon, Yaounde, Doume, Bangui and Senegal. It was quickly off the ground, with a novitiate opening that very year at Essos, near Yaounde. When
the West African Foundation (WAF) was set up in 1980,
Senegal became a member of it, and the · Fondation d' Afrique Francophone· changed its name to the Central African
Foundation . (In 1986, Senegal decided, for linguistic reasons , to reattach itself to the CAF, and the WAF is now
entirely English-speaking.) At present the CAF already has 6
priests and 3 brothers engaged in missionary work, 10 proffessed second-cycle students, 10 novices and 17 first-cycle
students. Most of the members of the CAF so far have
come from Cameroon and the Congo : of the 46 members
(counting novices and first-cycle) , 17 are from Cameroon ,
14 from the Congo, 6 from Kinshasa, 4 from Senegal, 3
from the Central African Republic, and one each from Equatorial Guinea and Gabon.

First cycle (Libreville)
The first four candidates to the Foundation had all already
done their philosophy, so there was no first cycle at the

First-cycle students in front of the Libreville scholasticate.

Fr. Azegue, the new Superior, celebrates Mass for the students in Libreville.

start. The two candidates who presented themselves in
1979 did their novitiate first and then their philosophy at the
Brazzaville major seminary. In 1982 the question of a first
cycle was temporarily solved by having candidates lodged at
the major seminary in Bangui, at which they also followed
the courses in philosophy . In 1984 the seminary could no
longer accommodate them , and the Spiritan House in Bangui
became a · Foyer ·, where they lived while continuing to
attend lectures at the seminary . In 1985 this Foyer became
a Spiritan scholasticate with its own courses, given by Frs.
Frans Wijnen (director), Ferdinand Azegue, Daniel Bouju and
Ghislain de Banville.
Then in 1986 came the move to Libreville (Gabon), which
will be the definitive home for the first cycle, as a new scholasticate is being built there . One of the reasons for the
move to Libreville is that there are few local vocations to the
priesthood and perhaps the sight of these enthusiastic
young men will encourage vocations among the Gabonese.
(Libreville, it may be remembered, was, under Bishop Bessieux, the first successful Spiritan foundation in the vast
Vicariate of the Two Guineas). Preliminary work has begun
on the site of the new scholasticate on the north side of the
town and it is hoped that it will be ready in 1988°. In the
meantime the former house of the Spiritan staff of Bessieux
College is being used as a scholasticate. The formation
team and 18 students moved in September 1986, and on
19 October it was formally inaugurated as the • Pere Brattier·
seminary. The team are Frs . Ferdinand Azegue (a 54-yearold Cameroonian who has just been named Superior of the
Foundation), Joseph Wollenschneider (who was Superior of
the Foundation, as well as District Superior of the Congo,

from 1980), Edmond Ndzana, Daniel Bouju, and Brother Bernard Lambal. Nine of the 18 students are in their second
year and nine are new. Four of the 18 are from Kongolo
and belong to the newly recognized Zai'rean Foundation.
There are also three first-cycle members of the CAF at Brazzaville: a Brother and two third-year philosophers. In future,
the third year of the first cycle will be at Libreville.

The novitiate (Mbalmayo)
The first novitiate was held ( 1977-78) at Essos, near
Yaounde, with four novices, under Fr. Rene des Deserts,
assisted by Fr. Nicolas Gobina. The second (1979-80) was
held at Linzolo (Congo) with two novices, both from Equatorial Guinea, under Fr. Auguste Durand. The novitiate moved
back to Cameroon in 1980, to Akono (Yaounde) this time,
with three novices under Fr. Rene Charrier, who had been
Superior of the Foundation for the two previous years, as
well as District Superior of the Congo.
In 1981 the novitiate moved to its present location at
Mbalmayo (also in Cameroon), where buildings had been
specially constructed for it. (The chapel was built round the
enormous stump of a felled tree, symbolizing the Foundation's rootedness in African soil.) Fr. Charrier has continued
as novice master since then, with three or four novices each
year. Last year there were seven, and this year there are
ten . In a move towards self-support, the novices have
started a project for the production and marketing of dried
bananas. (The Generalate was able to sample and approve
the quality of the product on the return of Frs. Okoye and
Marzinkowski from their visit to Cameroon in November.)

Theology (Brazzaville)

Africa'. It was known as the Libermann Seminary until
1977, when it was rechristened the Emile Biayenda Seminary in honour of Cardinal Biayenda of Brazzaville, who was
assassinated that year.
The last Spiritan rector was
Fr. Christian de Mare, who was replaced by a local diocesan
priest in 1983. The first three members of the CAF, who
were professed in 1978, stayed at the seminary until a Spiritan Foyer, named after Fr. Poullart des Places, was opened
near it the following year. Its director, since the start, has
been Fr. Rene Tabard. At present there are 9 professed
members of the Foundation here, plus two professed Angolans and the three first-cycle students mentioned above .
(Another professed student is doing his missionary
'stage'.)

CAF missionaries
As with the other Foundations in Africa, tha aim is not to
supply a sort of parallel local clergy, but to produce real missionaries, ready to work outside their own countries, wherever the needs are greatest. As there is a shortage of local
clergy in Gabon, it is here that four of the young CAF priests
are now at work: Frs. Thomas Nguema, Armand Fessi, Lambert Ndjana and Jerome Mbala (the first from Equatorial Guinea and the three others from Cameroon). Fr. Jean-Claude
Mbemba (from the Congo) also worked in Gabon for two
years before going overseas last year to work in Brazil.
Fr. Benoit Dieme (from Senegal), the first to be ordained,
worked in the Diocese of Bafia, Cameroon, from 1981-86
and is at present doing further studies in France . Of the
three Brothers, Jacques Nsimba (Congo) is working in East
Cameroon, Benoit Nguipunganza (RCA) is in Yaounde, and
Bernard Lambal (Senegal) is bursar at the scholasticate in
Libreville.

New statutes
The annual regional meeting of the Principal Superiors of
Central Africa was held from 9-14 November at Bertoua,
Cameroon . The Superiors present were : Frs . Blier (Congo),
Fischer (Gabon), Henry (Yaounde), Leemans (Zai're) and Van
Loon (East Cameroon), with his Assistant, Fr. Louis Verhaag .
Representing the Foundation were: Frs . Wollenschneider,
Azegue, Charrier and Tabard . Frs. Okoye and Marzinkowski
represented the Generalate, and also taking part were Frs .
Laurent (France), Van Kuijk (Holland) and Scheelen (Belgium).
The Superiors and the CAF representatives met both sepa~
rately and jointly.

The Brazzaville major seminary. (Since this photograph was
taken, the access road has been paved and a suitable entrance gate constructed.)
The major seminary at Brazzaville was founded by Spiritans in 194 7 as the regional seminary for 'French Equatorial

One of the questions on the agenda was the drawing up
of new statutes for the CAF, and these have been approved,
ad experimentum for three years, by the General Council,
The Foundation now has a Superior with the rank of Major
Superior : Fr. Ferdinand Azegue, appointed after consultation
with the professed members, the District Superiors and the
formation team . He is to be helped by two Assistants (a
District Superior and a Formator), appointed by him after
consultation. These form the Executive. The Council is
made up of the Executive, along with the District Superiors .
the CAF bursar and a representative of the members already
engaged in missionary work .

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 9 January, confirmed the election of Fr. Daniel MACHA
as Superior of the East African Foundation for a second
three-year term, beginning on 9 January;
• on 16 January, appointed Fr. Ferdinand AZEGUE as Superior of the Central African Foundation for a three-year
term beginning on 16 January.
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Generalate community
Fr. Bernard Mathis arrived at the Generalate on 15 January to take up his appointment as community superior. He
replaces Fr. Manuel dos Santos Neves, who had been acting
as interim superior since 1 Sept. 1985. Fr. Santos Neves
will continue as General Procurator to the Holy See. Fr.
Mathis, 61, was born in Switzerland and was ordained in
1951. He taught at Le Bouveret until 1969, becoming director of the school there in 1959. From 1970-77 he did pastoral work in the District of Yaounde, Cameroon, and from
1977-86 was Provincial of Switzerland.

Fr. Tom Rooney's World Mercy Fund
Spiritan News, unfortunately, does not have space to
give obituaries of confreres, so these are limited to Provincial and District newsletters. It would be a pity, however,
not to mention Fr. Tom Rooney, because of the importance
of the World Mercy Fund which he founded. Fr. Rooney, as
listed in our last issue, died on 15 November at the age of
62 . Born in the north-east of England in 1924, he served in
the Merchant Navy during the Second World War, and after
the war went to Africa as an engineer with a petroleum company. Seeing the needs of the people, he tried to help them
as a layman and then decided to become a priest. He joined
the English Province, did his novitiate in France and was
ordained at Upton Hall in 1956. He worked for 11 years in
the District of Makurdi, first at Mount St. Michael's school,
then opening new parishes at Lafia and Vandeikya. In 1968
Bishop Donal Murray (who presided at his funeral Mass on
21 November at Bickley) asked him to go to the United
States to raise funds for a new medical project. He started
the Chemke Mercy Hospital Fund, but this was soon expanded into the World Mercy Fund, to which he devoted the rest
of his life. Several Spiritans have helped him with it, including the present Provincial of England, Fr. Tom Friery, who
worked with him from 1971-77, and Fr. Matt Farrelly, former General Secretary and Procurator to the Holy See, who
is one of the directors.
The World Mercy Fund has raised millions of dollars for
health care, agricultural programs and other development
projects in the southern hemisphere. It has built four fully
equipped hospitals and maintains over 50 clinics. It has
provided water in drought-stricken areas and financed agricultural and technical schools. At present its budget is over
$3,000,000 a year. Its success has been due largely to
Fr. Rooney's genius for making friends, including well-known
personalities like Frank and Barbara Sinatra (respectively a
director and vice-president of the Fund) and Sammy Davis
Jr. (a trustee). Last September, when Fr. Rooney learnt that
he had terminal cancer, he asked Fr. Patrick Leonard, of the
Irish Province, to take over from him as president of the
Fund. Fr . Leonard had worked part-time for it before and,
though continuing to live in Ireland, he will go to the States
every six weeks to supervise the administration . He will be
helped by Fr. Michael Reynolds, also of the Irish Province,
who will be the field director, supervising the projects in
Africa and elsewhere.

European formators' meeting
The third annual meeting of European Spiritan formators
was held at Carcavelos, Portugal, from 15-20 December.
The two previous meetings had been at Knechtsteden and
Gentinnes. Sixteen formators represented nine Provinces
(only Poland being unrepresented), and also taking part were
Fr. Manuel Duraes Barbosa, the host Provincial, and Fr. Manuel Goncalves, representing the General Council. At present
there are 180 European students in formation: Poland 52,
France 38, Ireland 32, Portugal 26, Spain 14, Germany 7,
England 6 and Switzerland 5. The main topic taken up this
time was internationality, and a three-man commission was
elected to promote internationality in formation, in liaison
with the Generalate: Frs. Vincent O'Toole (England), Paul
Raymond (Switzerland) and Joseph Burgraff (Belgium).
These hope to meet with the European Provincials at their
meeting in London in October. There are already some
exchanges of students between Provinces, but it is hoped
that a more structured internationality in the second cycle
will be arrived at. At this meeting there was also more
interest than before in an international novitiate, and a second three-man commission was named to pursue this : Frs .
Helmut Gerads (Germany), Manuel Magalhaes Fernandes
(Portugal) and Michael Kane (Ireland) .
As in the past two years, there will be a month's recollection for those preparing for perpetual vows. It will be
held during the month of August, and the venue this time will
be Silva (Barcelos), Portugal. Twelve students are expected
to take part in it: seven from France, three from Ireland and
two from Switzerland. In addition, it was proposed that
every three years, beginning in the summer of 1988, there

Back Row (from left): Frs. Jean-Pierre Buecher, Pat Palmer,
Vin O'Toole, Frans Wijnen, Helmut Gerads.
Middle Row: Frs. Joseph Burgraff, Sean Casey, Manuel Gon9alves, Juan Lazaro, Manuel Magalhfies Fernandes.
Front Row: (Standing) Frs. Felix Porsch, Manuel Durfies Barbosa, Jean-Pierre Gaillard; (Sitting) Frs. Paul Reymond, Martien van Moorsel, Daniel Muff, Eduardo Miranda.
·

should be an international gathering of young Spiritans, like
the one at Aranda, Spain, in August 1977, which brought
together 134 young Spiritans from 30 countries. (It should
be noted that these meetings of formators are not decisionmaking ones. It is up to the Provincials - or, in some
cases, the General Council - to consider their suggestions.)

USA East
The North American international house of studies, attached to the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, has
decided to call itself the · Emile Joseph Julien House of Studies·. The name was chosen to honour the first Spiritan born
in the United States - a man who was also a good example
of an international Spiritan. Fr. Emile Julien was born in
Louisiana in 1848 (the year of the ·Fusion') of a French
father. and a Spanish mother. The family first moved to
Cuba and then to Trinidad, where Emile, at the age of 15,
was one of the first group of students to attend the newly
opened St. Mary's College in 1863. Feeling called to the
Spiritan life, he joined the Congregation at Langonnet in
1867 and was ordained at Ch evilly in 187 4. His first appointment was to Blackrock College, Ireland, where he
taught Greek and Latin for 11 years . He then worked for a
year at St. Joachim's parish, Detroit, before going to Trinidad, where he taught at St. Mary's for 16 years (18881904), serving also for a while as interim superior. His kindness and good humour gained him many friends, but ill
health caused him to return to Ireland, where he taught again
at Blackrock until 1914. He died in Ireland on 13 April 1917
at the age of 69.

Yugoslavia
The two Spiritans in Yugoslavia are now working together as assistant pastors in the parish of Podvinje, close to the
town of Slavonski Brod, halfway between Zagreb and Belgrade. The Yugoslav venture began in 1981, when Frs .
Albert Thielemeier and Michel Kieffer went to make a preliminary survey of the possibilities for Spiritan engagement
there. They spoke with some of the Bishops, and were
encouraged by the reaction . In fact, everything that has
since been undertaken has been done in complete accord
with the Bishops. (Fr. Thielemeier, former Provincial of Germany, had just finished a six-year term as a member of the
General Council, and Fr. Kieffer was at the time regional
superior for the east of France.) Their plans suffered a slight
hitch in that Fr. Kieffer was named superior of the Generalate
community and served in that capacity from 1981-85 before
going to join Fr. Thielemeier in Yugoslavia.
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77), Patrick Green (1977-81), Harry Pass (1981-85), Stan
Roman (1985-86) and now John McFadden, after Fr. Roman's unexpected death last year. It was Fr. Green who
changed the name to Missionwide in 1978, to indicate that
the Province's field of missionary interest was wider than
the continent of Africa.

Kenya: Two fatal road accidents

Frs. Kieffer (left) and Thielemeier.
In the meantime Fr. Thielemeier went back on his own in
September 1981 and spent a year studying the Serbo-Croat
language at the University of Zagreb. The following year he
continued his language studies while helping at the parish of
Jastrebarsko, 30 kms. from Zagreb. He then worked, from
1983 to the end of 1985, as assistant in the small country
parish of Sikirevci, not far from Podvinje, a larger parish with
three outstations, to which he moved on 1 Jan. 1986. Fr.
Kieffer arrived in Yugoslavia on 1 Oct. 1985 and, after a
year at the University of Zagreb, has also moved to Podvinje. Fr. Thielemeier is now well known and accepted by
the clergy of the Diocese of Dakovo, to which the parish
belongs. He prints liturgical booklets, and his skill as an
electrician has been called upon more than once. In Yugoslavia, all religious work such as catechetical instruction
must be done in the church building itself and in a liturgical
setting, but the Spiritans are getting accustomed to this and
are happy in their pastoral work and missionary animation.
They are well accepted by the people, and there are possibilities for missionary vocations. Their address is: M.-Dakovica 2, YU-55107 PODVINJE, Yugoslavia.

England: 50th anniversary of Missionwide
The English Province's magazine Missionwide marked its
50th anniversary with a SRecial issue in December. First
published in December 1936 under the title Africa Calling, it
has for the past 50 years been an important source of missionary animation in the country, and of vocations and financial support for the Province. It is also a valuable record of
the missonary work .of the Province and its members. At
present it is edited by Fr. John McFadden and appears four
times a year, with a circulation of 13,000.
When Africa Calling was started, England was still a
Vice-Province (it became a Province in 1946) and had only
two houses: the junior scholasticate at Castlehead (opened
in 1907) and a parish at St. Helen's. The Castlehead Newsletter had been started in 1926 to keep friends and benefactors in touch, but by 1936 the superior, Fr. Harold Whiteside, felt that a more substantial magazine was necessary.
Fr. John Moran was chosen as editor and, after sending a
copy of the first issue to the Holy See, he received a letter of
good wishes from the Secretary of State, Cardinal Pacelli,
with the blessing of Pope Pius XI. The Second World War
caused a certain amount of disruption, but the magazine
continued, with a photo of a little African girl standing in
front of a microphone on the cover of each issue. Art work
of a high quality was provided by the pen and ink drawings
of Fr. Maurice Briault (of the French Province) and Frs.
George Walker and Frank· Welch. Fr. Bernard Slevin took
over as editor from Fr. Moran in 1953 and changed the format to a more manageable pocket size. He continued as
editor till 1968, and since then there have been several editors: Frs. Frank Moran ( 1968-69). Clarence Rothwell ( 1969-

In the space of a fortnight the District of Kenya lost four
of its members in two road accidents. On 8 December, Frs.
James Lynch, Jack Ryan and Noel O'Rourke were driving up
from Mombasa to Nairobi for the annual retreat, along with
an Irish diocesan priest, Fr. Donal Deady, when, at about 8
p.m., in darkness and rain, their car ran into the back of a
trailer that had parked on the roadway without lights. All
four were killed - the three Spiritans on the spot and Fr.
Deady on admission to hospital. Twelve days later, on 20
December, Fr. Tom O'Sullivan was returning on his scooter
from an ecumenical gathering in Nairobi when he hit a hole in
the road and was badly hurt in the fall. He died in hospital
that evening from head and chest injuries.

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
11 April : Fr. Franz SCHURT (Germany).
4 May : Br. Benoit STARCK (France).
60 Years of Priesthood:
24 April : Fr. Josef-Theodor RATH (Germany).
19 June : Fr. John E. BYRNE (Ireland).

50 Years of Profession:
21 June : Brs. Nicolas MOTSCH (France) and Goswin THODAM (Germany).
50 Years of Priesthood:
4 April : Frs. Josef BAUER and Aloys VORSTHEIM (Germany), Siegfried ECKERT (USA/E), Josef HEINRICHS (Brazil S.), Karl KUNZ (Alto Jurua) and Josef WEHNING (Puerto Rico)
15 June Fr. James D. SULLIVAN (USA/E).
20 June Bishop Michael MOLONEY (Ireland), Frs. Gerard
DUIGNAN, Michael GROGAN, Patrick NOLAN (Ireland), William DOOLIN (Ireland/USA) and James
GOSSON (Trans-Canada).
25 Years a Bishop:
31 May : Archbishop Raymond-Marie TCHIDIMBO (Rome).
29 June : Bishop Lambertus van HEIJGEN (East Cameroon).

Our Dead
30
4
8
8
8
9
17
20

Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Thomas FOX (Ireland), 81.
Xavier de CHANTEMELE (France), 70.
James LYNCH (Kenya), 73.
John J. RYAN (Kenya), 64.
Noel O'ROURKE (Kenya), 49.
Wilhelmus de JAGER (East Cameroon), 74.
Charles A. KAPP (USA/E), 95.
Thomas O'SULLIVAN (Kenya), 75.
(71 deaths in 1986)

4
17
22
30
31
2

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Br.

Wilhelmus VERHEUL (Holland), 73.
Josephus CROESE (Holland), 70.
John SHEPPARD (Ireland), 72.
Jean-Baptiste GUR (France), 76.
Gottwald OFFER (Germany), 81.
Etienne PHELEP (France), 80.
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